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Magic Trash: A Story of 
Tyree Guyton and His Art

By J.H. Shapiro

(Grade 3 - ELA, Biography)



See, Think, Wonder













1. Activity/activities to generate discussion/thought about each students’ own neighborhood/community. 
(Art? Writing? both?)

2. Include a story nuggets activity before diving into the text (maybe after the see/think/wonder)
3. Social justice education: 

a. Curate age-appropriate resources for kids to read (or, if none are available, create an informative 
slideshow myself) about the racial tensions that existed in 1967 in Detroit. (Low-income, 
overcrowding, police brutality, white flight, automobile industry changes)

b. Facilitate discussions and make connections to current events
4. Draw attention back to the story and the artist, and his attempts to make the neighborhood beautiful 

and raise the spirits of his community. 
5. Make a piece of art for your own neighborhood/community

Changes for Next Year:


