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Someday we will become…



Possible Futures

� What possible futures might our students imagine for themselves?

� How are these possible futures impacted by depictions of them and their 
ancestors?



Latin@futurism

Poses similar questions about possible futures infused with elements specific to 
the Latinx cultural aesthetic. 

For instance, what if the New World had not been decimated by Conquest, 
Disease and Warfare? 

How would pre-Columbian civilizations have evolved?

What potential was lost as a result of the “Discovery” of the “New” world?



Myth of the Noble Savage

� Also known as the Pristine Myth, this contends that indigenous peoples of 
the Americas were docile, child-like who lacked any agency at all.

� They were simply “waiting to be discovered” languishing throughout the 
ages making no contributions to history at all (Holmberg, Bartolome de las 
Casas, Thoreau)



The Noble Savage



The Danger of Mythology

� The Myth of the Noble Savage robs the Indigenous Peoples of the 
Americas (The Americans de verdad) of their achievements and 
accomplishments or their history and of their agency.

� So what did the Americans accomplish?



Beni Region of Bolivia

Amazonian Indians 
learned how to 
farm the rain forest 
without destroying 
it–a process 
scientists are 
studying today in 
the hope of 
regaining this lost 
knowledge.



The Incan Highway

The imperial Highway 
spanned over 25,000 miles 
across the Incan Empire.



Tenochtitlan

In 1491 there were 
probably more 
people living in the 
Americas than in 
Europe. Cities like 
Tenochtitlan had 
running water, 
beautiful botanic 
gardens and 
immaculately clean 
streets.



Mound Builders in Cahokia

In 1491 there were 
probably more people 
living in the Americas 
than in Europe. Cities 
like Tenochtitlan had 
running water, 
beautiful botanic 
gardens and 
immaculately clean 
streets.



Domestication of Maize in 
Mesoamerica

Pre-Columbian Indians in 
Mexico developed corn 
by a breeding process so 
sophisticated that the 
journal Science recently 
described it as "man’s 
first, and perhaps the 
greatest, feat of genetic 
engineering."



The Iroquois Confederacy

The founding fathers 
based much of what 
was to become the 
American model of 
democracy on the 
governing structures 
of the Iroqouis 
Confederacy.



Charles C. Mann - 1491

� "Here, at last, we begin to appreciate the enormity of the calamity, for the 
disintegration of native America was a loss not just to those societies but to 
the human enterprise as a whole. . . . The Americas were a boundless sea of 
novel ideas, dreams, stories, philosophies, religions, moralities, discoveries, 
and all the other products of the mind" [p. 137]. 

How might the world have been different had the ancient cultures of the 
Americas survived into the present?



Latin@futurism

� Speculative fiction with elements of science fiction, horror, fantasy and 
other like sub-genres. 

� Presents themes of culture and identity as they intersect with futuristic 
themes such as science, technology, genetics and space exploration. 

� Latin@futurism is a “riff” on Afrofuturism (but a genre all its own)





Latin@futurism in Literature







Latin@futurism in literature
High Aztech

Tenochtitlan, the metropolis 
formerly know as Mexico 
City, is a world capital 
where steel pyramids pierce 
the sky, the ancient Aztec 
religion and human sacrifice 
is coming back into fashion 
and everyone wants an 
artificial heart.



Cortes on Jupiter

A Latino graffiti artist 
from East Los Angeles is 
recruited to 
communicate with 
extraterrestrials found 
on Jupiter who 
communicate only in 
images. 



Lunar Braceros

In the 22nd century, 
Latinos living on 
reservations have few 
options. One of them is 
taking lunar contracts to 
transport and process 
waste on the moon. 
When they discover their 
contracts are one-way 
tickets they have to take 
matters in their own 
hands. 



Latin@futurism in Art



Alex Rivera – Sleep Dealer



Alice Rahon



Leonora Carrington



Rufino Tamayo



Pause and Reflect…Someday we will 
become
� In partnerships, pose, reflect on and respond to one of the following:

� 1. If our students see themselves as _______________, they might 
_______________________________.

� 2. The connection between the past and the future is powerful because 
_______________________________. Especially for students in that 
_______________________________.


